
Jazzing Up Your Licks

Background Knowledge for Soloing

Understand and learn (plus hear) the intervals that make up any chord or scale.

eg: G7 = G B D F
Intervals = R 3 5 b7

G Minor Pentatonic = G Bb C D F
Intervals = R b3 4 5 b7

G Major Pentatonic = G A B D E
Intervals = R 2 3 5 6

G Mixolydian = G A B C D E F
Intervals = R 2 3 4 5 6 b7

G Lydian b7 = G A B C# D E F
Intervals = R 2 3 #4 5 6 b7

Ideas on How to use the Scales

Step 1: Add a single note to the minor pentatonic to better match the chord.
eg: G7 - add the natural 3rd B.

Step 2: Try adding a different note.
eg: G7 - add a sharp 4 C# or a natural 6th E.

Step 3: Add two notes.
eg: G7 - add a natural 2 and a natural 6 (A and E) which effectively turns the minor
pentatonic into the Dorian scale.

Step 4: Experiment with different combinations of any of the notes from the 4 scales
mentioned above.

Step 5: Use occasional passing notes (chromatic) to jazz up the sound.

Step 6: Target notes - approach from below or above.
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Licks & Examples
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1a - C Minor Pentatonic 1b - Add Natural 3rd
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2a - C Minor Pentatonic 2b - Add Natural 3rd
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2c - Add Natural 3rd 3a - C Minor Pentatonic

10 11 12 13

8
10

8 11 8
10 8

8
10

8
10

10
10

8 10
8 10

8 11 10 8
11

8
10

3b - Add Natural 6th 4 - C Dorian
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Combinations

19 20

8
9 10 8

11 7 10 7 8
11 10 8

10
10

7 8 (8)

Add Passing Notes
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